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 Christopher Dye 

From the Special Topic of Tuberculosis 

In our Special Topics analysis of tuberculosis (TB) research over the past 
decade, the work of Dr. Christopher Dye is ranked at #5 by total cites, based 
on 48 papers cited a total of 3,751 times. According to Essential Science 
IndicatorsSM from Thomson Reuters, Dr. Dye's full citation record for the 
period of January 1, 1998 and August 31, 2008 includes 92 papers, largely 
classified in the field of Clinical Medicine, cited a total of 4,660 times. This 
latter figure also includes papers on TB that weren't picked up in our analysis. 

Dr. Dye is the Director of Health Information in the Office of HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, Malaria & Neglected 
Tropical Diseases at the World Health Organization in Switzerland. 

In the interview below, he talks with ScienceWatch.com about his highly cited research on TB. 

 Would you tell us a bit about your educational background and research experiences? 

My first love was ecology and I trained as a biologist at the University of York in the UK, specializing in 
population biology, with plenty of ecology, genetics, mathematics, and computing. After a get-away-from-
it-all year working as a desert ecologist in New Mexico, I came back to Oxford University in the UK to do 
postgraduate research. 

"...in sub-
Saharan 

Africa...HIV 
coinfection 
is the most 

powerful 
known risk 

factor for 
developing 

active TB." 

I wanted to combine theory, experiments, and fieldwork, so I picked a project on 
mosquitoes. Mosquitoes have short generation times (compared to the three-year 
DPhil course) so I could do experiments on population dynamics. And mosquitoes live 
in every country of the world, so I had a wide choice of field sites. I first went to Kenya 
and Cameroon, and I have been going back to Africa regularly ever since, interspersed 
with visits to Asia, South America, and Eastern Europe. Of course mosquitoes also 
transmit pathogens, which is how I got interested in infectious diseases. Epidemiology 
is essentially disease ecology. 

 What first interested you in TB research? 

I'd been on the faculty of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine for 12 
years and I was due for a sabbatical. Although I'd done plenty of research on infectious 
and parasitic diseases, I knew practically nothing about TB, and embarrassingly little 
about the World Health Organization. 

During the mid 1990s, WHO was launching and expanding its "DOTS Strategy" for TB control (based on 
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